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WILDLIFE SPECIES OBSERVED OR LIKELY TO OCCUR IN THE VICINITY OF THE  
PLAINS EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION OIL FACILITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA

 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Residence 

Status 
Protected 

Status 
Habitat 

Fishes     

South-central California coast 
steelhead* 

Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus R FT, CSC A 

Channel catfish* Ictalurus punctatus R -- A 

Mosquito fish* Gambusia affinis R -- A 

Tidewater goby Eucyclogobius newberryi R FE, CSC A 

Speckled dace* Rhinichthys osculus R -- A 

Threespine stickleback* Gasterosteus aculeatus R -- A 

Prickly sculpin* Cottus asper R -- A 

Amphibians     

California tiger salamander Ambystoma californiense R FC, CSC A,R 

Ensatina Ensatina eschscholtzii R -- R,G,P 

Western toad Bufo boreas R -- A,R 

Pacific treefrog* Hyla regilla R -- A,R 

California red-legged frog Rana aurora draytonii R FT, CSC A,R 

Bullfrog* Rana catesbeiana R -- A,R 

Reptiles     
Southwestern pond turtle* Clemmys marmorata pallida R CSC A,R 

Western fence lizard* Sceloporus occidentalis R -- G,D,P,M 

Sagebrush lizard Sceloporus graciosus R -- G,P 
Side-blotched lizard Uta stanburiana R -- G,D,P,M 

Coast horned lizard Phrynosoma coronatum frontale R CSC G,P 
Western skink Eumeces skiltonianus R -- G 

Western whiptail* Cnemidophorus tigris R -- G,P 

Southern alligator lizard* Gerrhonotus multicarinatus R -- A,R,G 

Common kingsnake Lampropeltis getulus R -- A,R,P,M 

Ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus R -- R,G,P 

Racer Coluber constrictor R -- G 

Gopher snake Pituophis melanoleucus R -- R,G,P 

Common garter snake Thamnophis sirtalis R -- R,G,P 

Terrestrial garter snake Thamnophis elegans R -- R,G,P 

Western aquatic garter snake Thamnophis couchi R -- A,R 

Western rattlesnake Crotalus viridis R -- R,G,P 

Birds     
Black-crowned night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax R M W,G,R 

Green heron Butorides virescens R M W,G,R 

Snowy egret Egretta thula W M W,G,R 

Great egret Ardea alba R M W,G,R 

Great blue heron* Ardea herodias R M W,G,R 

Mallard* Anas platyrhynchos R M W,G,R 

Turkey vulture* Cathartes aura R M R,G,P 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus W M, CSC (nesting) A,W 

White-tailed kite* Elanus leucurus R M, FSC (nesting), 
FP 

G,P 

Northern harrier Circus cyaneus R M, CSC (wintering) W,G 

Golden eagle* Aquila chrysaetos R M, CSC (nesting 
and wintering), 

CFP 

R,G,P 

Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus W M, CSC (nesting) P,R,G 
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Cooper’s hawk* Accipiter cooperii R M, CSC (nesting) R,G 

Red-shouldered hawk* Buteo lineatus R M R,G 

Red-tailed hawk* Buteo jamaicensis R M R,G 

Ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis W CSC (wintering), M R,G 

American kestrel* Falco sparverius R M R,G,P 

Merlin Falco columbarius W M, CSC (wintering) R,G,P 

Prairie falcon Falco mexicanus W M, CSC (nesting)  G 

American peregrine falcon* Falco peregrinus R SE, FP, M R,G,P 

Wild turkey* Meleagris gallopavo R -- P 

California quail* Cillipepla californica R -- R,P 

Mountain quail Oreotyx pictus R M P 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus R M W,G 

Band-tailed pigeon Columba fasciata R M R 

Rock dove Columba livia R -- D 

Mourning dove* Zenaida macroura R M R,G 

Barn owl Tyto alba R M R,G,P 

Short-eared owl Asio flammeus W CSC (nesting), M R,P,W 

Long-eared owl Asio otus R CSC (nesting), M R,P,W 

Great horned owl* Bubo virginianus R M R,G,P 

Western screech-owl Otus kennicottii R M R,G,P 

Northern pygmy-owl Glaucidium gnoma R M R 

Northern saw-whet owl Aegolius acadicus R M R,G,P 

White throated swift Aeronautes saxatalis R M R,G,P 

Black-chinned hummingbird Archilochus alexandri B M R,G,P 

Costa’s hummingbird Calypte costae B CSC (nesting), M R,G,P 

Anna’s hummingbird* Calypte anna R M R,G,P 

Allen’s hummingbird Selasphorus sasin B M R,G,P 

Belted kingfisher Ceryle alcyon R M R,A 

Acorn woodpecker* Melanerpes formicivorous R M P 

Lewis’s woodpecker Melanerpes lewis W M P 

Northern flicker* Colaptes auratus R M R,P 

Red-breasted sapsucker* Sphyrapicus ruber B M R,P 

Nuttall’s woodpecker* Picoides nuttallii R M R,P 

Downy woodpecker Picoides pubescens R M R,P 

Olive-sided flycatcher Contopus cooperi B M R,P 

Western wood-pewee Contopus sordidulus B M R,P 

Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax trailli extimus B SE (nesting), M R,G,P 

Pacific-slope flycatcher* Empidonax difficilis B M R,G,P 

Black phoebe Sayornis nigricans R M R,G,P 

Say’s phoebe* Sayornis saya R M G 

Ash-throated flycatcher* Myiarchus cinerascens B M R,G,P 

Western kingbird* Tyrannus verticalis B M G 

Cassin’s kingbird Tyrannus vociferans B M G 

Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus R CSC (nesting), M M 

Hutton’s vireo Vireo huttoni R M W,R 

Warbling vireo* Vireo gilvus R M W,R 

Cassin’s vireo Vireo cassinii B M W,R 
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Steller’s jay* Cyanocitta stelleri R M R,G 

Western scrub-jay* Aphelocoma c. californica R M R,G,P 

Yellow-billed magpie Pica nuttalli R M W,G 

American crow* Corvus brachyrhynchos R M M 

Common raven* Corvus corax R M M 

Tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor R M R,G 

Violet-green swallow Tachycineta thalassina R M R,G 

Purple martin Progne subis B CSC (nesting), M R,G 

Cliff swallow* Hirundo pyrrhonota B M R,G 

Northern rough-winged swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis B M R,G 

Barn swallow* Hirundo rustica B M R,G 

Wrentit Chamaea fasciata R -- R 

Oak titmouse* Baeolophus inornatus R M R,P 

Chestnut-backed chickadee* Parus rufescens R M R,P 

Bushtit* Psaltriparus minimus R M P 

Brown creeper Certhia americana R M W,R,P 

White-breasted nuthatch* Sitta carolinensis R M P 

Red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis W M P 

House wren* Troglodytes aedon R M R,G 

Bewick's wren* Thryomanes bewickii R M R,G 

Canyon wren Catherpes mexicanus R M R,G 

Marsh wren Cistothorus palustris R M R,P 

Golden-crowned kinglet* Regulus satrapa W M R 

Ruby-crowned kinglet Regulus calendula W M P 

Blue-gray gnatcatcher* Polioptila caerulea B M R,G 

Western bluebird* Sialia mexicana R M R 

Swainson’s thrush Catharus ustulatus B M P 

Hermit thrush Catharus guttatus W M R,G 

Varied thrush Ixoreus naevius W M P 

American robin* Turdus migratorius R M P,G 

Northern mockingbird Mimus polyglottos R M R 

California thrasher* Toxostoma redivivum R M W,G 

European starling* Sturnus vulgaris R -- R,P 

American pipit Anthus rubescens W M M 

Cedar waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum W M G,W 

Orange-crowned warbler Vermivora celata R M G,P 

Yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata B M G,P 

Black-throated gray warbler* Dendroica nigrescens B M G,P 

Townsend’s warbler Dendroica townsendi W M P 

Hermit warbler Dendroica occidentalis W M P 

Yellow warbler* Dendroica petechia B CSC (nesting), M R 

MacGillivray’s warbler Oporonis tolmiei B M W,R 

Wilson’s warbler Wilsonia pusilla B M W,R 

Common yellowthroat* Geothlypis trichas R M W,R 

Yellow-breasted chat Icteria virens B CSC (nesting), M R 

Western tanager Piranga ludoviviana B M P 

California towhee* Pipilo crissalis R M R,P 
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Spotted towhee* Pipilo maculatus R M R,P 

Rufous-crowned sparrow Aimophila ruficeps R M G 

Lark sparrow Chondestes grammacus B M G 

Sage sparrow Amphispiza b. belli R CSC, M G,W 

Fox sparrow Passerella iliaca W M G,W 

Savannah sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis R M G 

Lincoln’s sparrow Melospiza lincolnii W M W,R 

Song sparrow* Melospiza melodia R M G,W 

White-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys R M R,W,G 

Golden-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla W M W,R 

Dark-eyed junco* Junco hyemalis R M R,W,G 

Black-headed grosbeak* Pheucticus melanocephalus B M R,P 

Blue grosbeak Guiraca caerulea B M R,W,G 

Lazuli bunting Passerina amoena B M R,W,G 

Western meadowlark* Sturnella neglecta R M W 

Red-winged blackbird* Agelaius phoeniceus R M R 

Tricolored blackbird Agelaius tricolor R CSC, M W 

Great-tailed grackle Quiscalus mexicanus R M M 

Brewer’s blackbird* Euphagus cyanocephalus R M R,W,G 

Brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater R M R,W,G 

Hooded oriole Icterus cucullatus B M M 

Bullock’s oriole* Icterus bullockii B M R,P 

Purple finch Carpodacus purpureus R M R,G,P 

House finch* Carpodacus mexicanus R M R,G,P 

American goldfinch Carduelis tristis R M R,P 

Lesser goldfinch* Carduelis psaltria B M R,P 

Lawrence’s goldfinch Carduelis lawrencei R M R,P 

House sparrow Passer domesticus R -- D 

Common snipe* Gallinago gallinago R M R 

Mammals     
Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana R -- R,P 

Broad-footed mole Scapanus latimanus R -- R,G 

California myotis Myotis californicus R -- P 

Yuma myotis bat Myotis yumanensis R -- R 

Small-footed myotis  Myotis ciliolabrum R -- R,P 

Long-eared myotis bat Myotis evotis R -- R,P 

Long-legged myotis bat Myotis volans R -- P 

Red bat Lasiurus borealis R -- M 

Fringed myotis bat Myotis thysanodes R -- P 

Hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus R -- M 

Big brown bat Episticus fuscus R -- M 

Townsend’s big-eared bat Plecotus townsendii R CSC M 

Pallid bat Antrozous pallidus R CSC M 

Brazilian free-tailed bat Tadarida brasiliensis R -- R,P,G 

Western mastiff bat Eumops perotis R CSC M 

Desert cottontail Sylvilagus audubonii R -- G 

Brush rabbit Sylvilagus bachmani R -- R 
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Black-tailed jackrabbit* Lepus californicus R -- P,G 

Merriam’s chipmunk Tamias merriami R -- G 

California ground squirrel* Spermophilus beecheyi R -- G 

Western gray squirrel Sciurus griseus R -- R,P 

Botta’s pocket gopher Thomomys bottae R -- R,G,P 

California pocket mouse Chaetodipus californicus R -- M 

Beaver* Castor canadensis R -- A,R 

Western harvest mouse Reithrodontomys megalotis R -- G 

Brush mouse Peromyscus boylii R -- G 

California mouse Peromyscus californicus R -- G 

Deer mouse Peromyscus maniculatus  R -- M 

Dusky-footed woodrat* Neotoma fuscipes R CSC R,P 

California vole* Microtus californicus R -- R,G,W 

Norway rat Rattus norvegicus R -- D 

Black rat Rattus rattus R -- M 

House mouse Mus musculus R -- D 

Domestic dog Canis familiaris R -- D 

Coyote* Canis latrans R -- M 

Gray fox* Urocyon cinereoargenteus R -- M 

Black bear Ursus americanus R -- R,P,G 

Ringtail Bassariscus astutus R -- R 

Raccoon* Procyon lotor R -- M 

Long-tailed weasel Mustela frenata R -- M 

American badger Taxidea taxus R -- M 

Western spotted skunk Spilogale gracilis R -- R 

Striped skunk Mephitis mephitis R -- R,G 

Domestic cat Felis catus R -- M 

Mountain lion Felis concolor R -- R,P 

Bobcat* Lynx rufus R -- R 

Mule deer* Odocoileus hemionus R -- R,G 

 

*Observed and/or signs (e.g., scat, tracks, vocalization, etc.) detected during field surveys conducted by Padre from 

2003-2007. 
Residence Status 
  R = Permanent resident 
  W = Winter resident 
  B = Summer resident 

Protected Status 
  FE – Federal endangered species 
  FT -- Federal threatened species  
  FC – Federal candidate species 
  M – Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
  SE – State endangered species 
  ST – State threatened species 
  CSC – California Species of Special Concern 
  CFP – California Fully Protected Species 

Typical Habitat 
  A – Freshwater aquatic 
  D – Developed areas 
  G – Grassland 
  M – Multiple habitats 
  P – Woodland 
  R – Riparian 
  W - Wetland 

 


